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UPDATE 2024: 
WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED  
SO FAR

Between 2022 and 2024, we reduced our greenhouse gas emissions across all 
categories by around a third (33.84 %). 

We are gradually converting our vehicle fleet to electric vehicles.

We have reduced energy consumption by 24.7 %. 

We have reduced the number of air journeys and set up our first carpool  
schemes.

We have finalised plans for the installation of a photovoltaic system in  
combination with a wind turbine.

We have expanded our ‘Care and Repair’ service. The service is being  
taken up more widely. Packaging material is recycled/upcycled. 

A review of work-related psychological stress in 2025 found:  
At brühl, there is no risk from psychological stress. The overall result is  
very positive.
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OUR SUSTAINABILITY MODEL

brühl is a family business with a history that spans 75 years. For the past 
30 years, sustainability has been at the core of our corporate culture. We 
were one of the first furniture manufacturers in Germany to introduce  
eco-friendly and sustainable manufacturing methods.

We changed our production processes in order to work more efficiently  
and more resource-saving. We switched to durable, eco-friendly and  
sustainable materials and raw materials in order to increase the useful life 
of our products. We additionally extend the already very long lifespan of 
our furniture with removable and renewable covers.

We have been carbon neutral since 2017, thanks to our savings and  
compensation measures. We have increased the levels of recycled material 
we use. We have had our carbon emissions calculated since 2020.

We constantly develop our respective activities further, and pursue  
sustainability at all levels of the company. For example, we reduced our 
greenhouse gas emissions by 33.84 % between 2022 and 2024 and cut  
our energy consumption by 24.7 % in 2025.
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FACTORY

According to Eurostat, 10.8 million tonnes of furniture end up in landfill 
every year – a development we refuse to support. We stand for durable 
furniture with timeless aesthetics that lasts much longer than one genera-
tion, and thereby contribute to the protection of our shared life-support 
systems.

We already developed some initial sustainability development parameters, 
including, for example, using durable, eco-friendly materials, increasing the 
product lifespan, reducing the volume of material offcuts, and resource- 
efficiency, in cooperation with the The Product-Life Institute in Geneva 
around 30 years ago.

As a contribution to the reduction of carbon emissions, we offer our staff 
the use of a bicycle via the JobRad commute to work by bike scheme.  
We have also installed five charging stations for electric vehicles and are  
gradually switching our vehicle fleet to electric vehicles.

Our updated travel guidelines, which have been in place since 2024, aim to 
reduce air travel and encourage carpooling.

Our company building, too, was constructed using eco-friendly materials, 
and in accordance with the guiding principles of building biology. With its 
organic design language and living roof spaces, it blends into the surround-
ing countryside. The green spaces surrounding the company building have 
been transformed into insect-friendly wildflower meadows.

Sustainability can neither be decreed nor banned. A sustainable society  
can only come into being when the society covets sustainability. Branded 
products like brühl's designer seating fire the imagination and inspire  
joie de vivre. With their durable materials, variable use and timeless design,  
they embody contemporary sustainability.

— Walter R. Stahel, Institut für Produktdauer-Forschung, Genf

»
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STAFF

For brühl, sustainability is both an ecological as well as a corporate  
responsibility.

Health and safety at work and optimum working conditions are essential 
for the well-being of our staff. We offer our staff safe, healthy jobs. We 
always achieve the best-possible score in occupational health and safety 
audits. The level of emissions caused by our adhesive bonding process,  
for example, is so low that it is below the detection threshold.

An employee survey on work-related psychological stress, conducted  
by a health psychologist, revealed no need for action in any of the areas  
examined – and consequently no risk of psychological stress. Aspects such 
as support, appreciation and recognition from supervisors, the working  
atmosphere, the physical environment and work equipment, the  
organisation of work, health and safety, and teamwork were rated  
particularly highly.

In order to carry the highly specialised and sustainable manufacturing  
expertise over into the future, we also invest generously into the training 
and further education of our staff, and their long-term career prospects. 

Our production processes are designed to enable staff to work indepen-
dently. We offer our staff a weekly health and fitness training.

Our corporate culture is characterised by an appreciative working  
atmosphere, mutual respect, tolerance and transparency. 
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PRODUCTION

During the manufacturing process and beyond, all workflows are precisely coordi-
nated to ensure that they are interlinked in an efficient and resource-saving way. 
The high proportion of manual finishing that is typical for brühl is complemented 
wherever appropriate by the use of state-of-the-art high-tech. The CAD-supported 
cutting of our fabric and leather covers, for example, not only significantly reduces 
the offcut waste but also substantially reduces the physical strain on our staff.

We obtain our electricity from eco-friendly sources. Using the latest energy supply 
technology has made it possible to lower our electricity consumption by a third. We 
subsequently managed to reduce the consumption even further by switching all 
lighting to LED. Projects aimed at reducing energy consumption have been under 
way since 2023 and are recorded and verified in our carbon footprint by the  
Gesellschaft für Klimaschutz München (Munich climate protection association).

With the aid of an extractor and a heat exchanger, we recover the heat produced  
by our lamination equipment. Via the heat exchanger, the extracted warm indoor  
air heats the fresh outdoor air intake. This makes it possible to reduce our heat  
consumption.

Plans to install our own solar power system in combination with a wind turbine 
have been in progress since 2025 and is scheduled to be implemented in 2026.

Packaging materials are recycled and upcycled. In addition, we mainly use films  
containing recycled content.

Furniture from brühl bears the ‘made in Germany’ certificate. We have been manu-
facturing furniture at our factory in Bad Steben for over 75 years. In many areas,  
our self-imposed environmental standards go beyond the legal requirements.
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PRODUCTS

A timeless design language ensures that the aesthetics of brühl's seating 
furniture are everlasting. Designing our furniture in a way that ensures an 
efficient use of materials and the use of appropriate materials optimises 
the overall material consumption.

For brühl, using durable, sustainable materials means, for example: using 
solid wood from regional, certified, sustainably managed forests (FSC/PEFC), 
using high-quality recycled or eco-friendly fabrics (Oeko-Tex-Standard/ 
Global Recycled Standard). 

We source our leather from Europe, primarily from southern Germany. The 
leather is tanned there, too. This means short supply chains, high environ-
mental standards, and the lowest possible levels of chromium and other 
harmful tanning substances. To minimise material waste, the leather is cut 
using CAD technology. Natural features such as skin creases or small scars 
are deliberately left visible as a mark of the leather’s genuine authenticity. 
High-quality craftsmanship ensures our leather-upholstered furniture has 
a long lifespan. It is also possible to replace a leather cover so that the du-
rable base frame can continue to be used. Furthermore, all brühl furniture 
is repairable. This, too, helps extend the lifespan of the furniture and thus 
reduce resource consumption and CO2 emissions. 

Almost all brühl seating models have removable and replaceable covers, 
which at least double the lifespan of the seating. A piece of furniture with 
a fabric cover can be reupholstered in leather when the cover is changed. 
Conversely, a leather cover can be replaced with a fabric cover. 

A fully sustainable manufacturing process helps us to produce in a way that 
minimises the use of harmful substances, reduces waste and saves energy 
and resources as much as possible.

brühl furniture is manufactured sustainably and made to last for genera-
tions.

13



75 %
of our production materials  

come from Germany. 

25 %
of our production materials come 

from other countries in Europe. 

Carefully selecting our suppliers – from the local region, Germany, Italy or other 
EU countries – helps us reduce transport distances, ensure quality and sustainabil-
ity throughout the supply chain, and lower the carbon footprint of our furniture. 
In our current procurement projects, we aim to reduce transport distances even 
further. In addition, we are optimising route utilisation to minimise the number of 
journeys as much as possible.

Every decision we make – from the design approach right through to route-opti-
mised delivery – is aimed at improving our sustainability performance.

made for the future easy pieces forever:  
a milestone of sustainabilityCOMFORTABLE SEATING THAT LASTS 

FOR GENERATIONS
Our multifunctional, versatile furni-
ture is made from premium-quality 
materials. It is so robust and durable 
that it can still be enjoyed by the next 
generation. 

TIMELESS DESIGN
We don't believe in short-lived trends. 
The timeless beauty of brühl's furniture 
ensures that the inimitable design of  
our pieces never looks outdated.  

REMOVABLE COVERS
Removable covers can at the very least 
double the lifespan of a high-quality 
piece of seating furniture. Almost all 
brühl seating furniture designs feature 
removable covers. In addition, the covers 
are often also either machine washable, 
or they can be dry-cleaned.

ECO-FRIENDLY MATERIALS
Solid wood from regional certified, sustainably mana-
ged forests, eco-friendly fabrics, leather that has been 
tanned using purely plant based agents or upholstery 
materials that are free from harmful substances are 
just some examples for our sustainable approach when 
it comes to the materials we use.  

SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION
All brühl furniture is manufactured in our 
factory in Bad Steben, Germany, using a 
process that is fully sustainable, and as 
energy-saving and resource-conserving 
as possible. 

REMOVABLE COVERS
Easy to clean, exchange and  
replace

PREMIUM-QUALITY 
COMPONENTS
Particularly durable and comfortable 
for many years to come 

MULTIFUNCTIONAL 
AND FLEXIBLE
Convertible: one piece of furniture 
for sitting on and sleeping; can  
always be extended with additio-
nal seating elements 

FRAME EASY TO DISASSEMBLE
Space-saving and easier to transport 
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CARE AND REPAIR

We are moving towards a circular economy. Aside from climate protection, 
we believe that a circular economy currently offers companies the best  
answer to the challenges caused by climate change and the destruction 
of our life-support systems. For us, the concept of a circular economy also 
includes designing products in such a way that they perfectly meet their 
purpose and can be used for a long time to come.

That is the idea behind our constantly expanding ‘care and repair’ service, 
as even high-quality, well cared for furniture shows signs of wear and 
tear over time. A ‘care and repair’ approach helps to avoid unnecessary 
waste/new purchases, and thereby reduce the consumption of energy and 
resources, and protect our natural life-support systems. Apart from our 
furniture covers, other components of our furniture can also be renewed, 
restored or repaired. We offer, for example: partial recovering, upholstery 
exchange/renewal, the replacement of defect mechanism hardware, and 
spare parts such as feet, castors, sliders, cushion fillings and so on.

Professionally restored, a brühl piece of furniture also looks as good as new 
even after many years of use. 
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CARBON FOOTPRINT CALCULATION

Since 2020, brühl has had its carbon footprint calculated by the sustainabil-
ity agency Fokus Zukunft. In parallel, potential savings were identified  
that we intend to implement over the next five years. Fokus Zukunft's 
calculations are based on the Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHGP), one of the 
most widespread and recognised standards for calculating the greenhouse 
gas emissions of companies. The reduction targets are in line with the  
2015 Paris Agreement on climate, which aims to limit global warming to no 
more than two degrees Celsius, if possible 1.5°C.

In 2020, this calculation led to savings, for example in the area of our  
energy and heat consumption. The latest figures from 2022 already  
systematically proved these savings. 

The greenhouse gas inventory for 2024, compiled by the Gesellschaft für 
Klimaschutz München (Munich climate protection association), also records 
data in accordance with the GHGP. Emissions are categorised into three 
groups: Scope 1 (direct emissions), Scope 2 (indirect emissions from  
purchased energy) and Scope 3 (indirect emissions along the value chain). 

The calculation is based on the actual quantities released of the  
greenhouse gases defined in the Kyoto Protocol, among them carbon  
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O) and various fluorinated 
greenhouse gases (F-gases) such as hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs),  
perfluorocarbons (PFCs), sulphur hexafluoride (SF6) and nitrogen trifluoride 
(NF3). To make their impact on the climate comparable, they are converted 
into CO2 equivalents (CO2e) based on their global warming potential. 

In the 2022/2024 comparison, we achieved greenhouse gas savings of 
33.84 % across all categories. 
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CERTIFICATES

– �Bavarian Environmental Medal for special contributions towards  
environmental protection and regional development

– ‘Blue Angel’ eco-label*

– ‘Carbon neutral manufacturer’ certificate**

– ‘Furniture made in Germany’ certificate

– �Member of the ‘Development and Climate Alliance’  
(German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
BMZ)

– Member of the ‘Climate Pact for the Furniture Industry’

– �RAL label ‘Furniture Circular Sustainable’  

(German furniture quality assurance association, DGM)***

    * �All brühl upholstered furniture is entitled to bear the eco-label as proof of its exceptional  
environmental friendliness.

  ** Climate neutrality is currently still achieved, in part, through high-quality carbon offsets.

*** � The ‚Furniture Circular Sustainable’ label criteria include, for example, using at least 30 %  
recycled materials, and a proven efficient use of materials that leads to a reduction of the  
material waste left over for disposal at the end of the product life cycle. The label was awarded 
to the designs easy pieces forever, lofoten and grace. 

Unterstützer der

GH20170001
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